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Intro
African Americans make up 27% of the population of South
Carolina and with most African Americans being registered
Democrats, getting the African American vote can mean the
difference between winning and losing. Joe Biden swept the
2020 South Carolina primary by appealing to those African
American voters, and they helped him secure his spot as the
presumptive democratic nominee. African American voters
in South Carolina are an important part of the primary
process and looking at where they live in the state and how
they voted in the election is an important part of analyzing
Joe Biden’s big win.
Background
The first people of African descent were brought to the South
Carolina colony as slaves in the 1600’s. For a time in the
1700’s they even constituted the majority of the population
and were mostly enslaved on plantations that grew indigo
and rice. Today the state still has a large African American
population, at 27%, most African American voters belong to
the Democratic party and since the Voting Rights act was
passed have been an important part of deciding elections in
the state. Since 2000, the winner of the South Carolina
primary has gone on to win the Democratic nomination
(except for John Edwards in 2004). The state is an important
part of the Democratic Primary process and African
American’s in the state can help decide these important
elections.

The Biden Bounce
Joe Biden’s campaign before the South
Carolina primary seemed to be losing steam,
he had been a previous front runner, but
Bernie Sanders, his progressive rival, had
beaten him in the Nevada and New
Hampshire primary. However, the Biden
campaign understood that a lot of Biden’s
support is amongst African American voters.
After a promising debate in South Carolina
Biden had a $2 million surge in donations
and a major endorsement from Democratic
House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn. Rep.
Clyburn, an African American congressman,
is highly respected by the African American
community in South Carolina, so his
endorsement carried a lot of weight with
prospective Democratic voters. Joe Biden is a
moderate candidate, and many African
American voters identify with his policies
more than Bernie Sanders more progressive
ideals. Joe Biden was also Vice President to
Americas first Black President Barack Obama,
who had overwhelming African American
Support and won the South Carolina primary
in 2008 and 2012.

Table 1

Table 2

Table 3

Research
I gathered data on county population, number of registered
democrats, number of votes cast in the 2020 democratic
primary, the percent that voted for Joe Biden by county, and
the percentage of African Americans in the county. I also
looked at Voter turnout and the African American vote in
South Carolina. To find the percentage I took the number
of registered Democrats as of the 2018 election (as those are
the most recent numbers available) and the number of
votes cast in the 2020 primary and divided them and found
the percentage of Democrats that came out to vote in those
counties in the 2020 primary.

Results
In every one of the African American majority counties,
listed on the right side in table 1, the percentage of
registered democrats is 56% or higher as shown in Table 2.
McCormick county has the highest percentage of registered
democrats with 71% of the county population. In every
one of the counties with a majority African American
population Joe Biden got the largest share of the vote and
got over 50% of the vote in every majority African
American county except for McCormick County where he
got 48%. Overall, Joe Biden won every single county in the
state, some by smaller margins, but this win was led by
African American voters as the main counties where they
live voted for him overwhelmingly.
As shown in Table 2 many of the counties had over a 15%
turnout rate for the primary election, turnout for primary
elections is usually very small but one county even had
25% turnout rate. Every single majority African American
county overwhelmingly supported Joe Biden and this
helped him pull off a strong win.
Conclusion
South Carolina is an important primary state;
the number of delegates and the diverse
population create an environment that can
truly test how well a candidate will do across
the country in the general election. Joe Biden
was the one that came out on top in the South
Carolina primary, and the momentum from his
South Carolina win propelled him towards a
win on Super Tuesday and as of now becoming
the presumptive Democratic nominee after
Bernie Sanders dropped out. Today the
decedents of those brought to the US because
of slavery in South Carolina and denied the
right to vote just because of the color of their
skin can influence and decide major elections.
African American voters helped bounce Joe
Biden back on to the top in the democratic
primary race.

